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Westminster SW1 

 

This seminar will examine issues around the provision and quality of maternity 
services, as the Darzi Review of the NHS is published, looking in part at maternity 
and new born care, and following on from the Maternity Matters framework and the 
Healthcare Commission’s review of maternity services. 

 The aim is to bring key stakeholders together with policy makers from government 
and Parliament to discuss what can be done to address inequalities in the system, 
the role of the midwife, and next steps for improving care. 

  

Agenda 

Westminster Health Forum keynote seminar: Maternity and New Born Care  

Timing: Morning, 23
rd 

September 2008  
Venue: Westminster SW1  
8.45 – 9.00 Registration  
9.00 – 9.05 Chairman’s opening remarks 
Senior parliamentarian  
9.05 – 9.30 The current situation: Progress since Maternity Matters  
Themes: The thinking behind the reforms outlined in Matenity Matters. The progres 
since Materniy Matters. Has patient choice improved?  
Dr Sheila Shribman, National Clinical Director for Children, Young People and 
Maternity, Department of Health  
Questions and comments from the floor  
9.30 – 9.50 The findings of the Maternity Services survey  
Themes: Ltest informaion from the Healthcare Commission, following the Mterniy 
Services survey.  
Sue Eardley, Maternity Services Project Lead, Healthcare Commission  
Questions and comments from the floor  
9.50 – 10.30 Perspectives on maternity care: the change reforms have made on the 
ground  



Themes: The impact that ‘Maternty Matters’ has hd on day to day materniy services. 
Hav services improved? Are services available to ensure geater paient choice?  
Louise Silverton, Deputy General Secretary, Royal College of Midwives  
Senior representative, NHS trust  
Senior representative, patients  
Journalist/Commentator  
Questions and comments from the floor  
10.30 – 10.35 Chairman’s closing remarks  
Senior parliamentarian  
10.35 – 10.55 Coffee  
10.55 – 11.00 Chairman’s opening remarks 
Senior parliamentarian  
11.00 – 11.45 Coming together to tackle inequalities  
Themes: The role of different groups and people in delivering high quality mternity 
and new born care. Opportunities for collaboation between these groups, tackling 
inequalities and maternal death rates aoss the country. What more can be done to 
ensure that maternity services are consistently and nationally delivered to a high 
standard. Who is responsible for ensuring all women can chooe where they want to 
give birth  
Professor Sabaratnam Arulkumaran, President, Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists  
Senior representative, midwives  
Senior representative, interest group  
Senior representative, parents  
Senior representative, charity  
Questions and comments from the floor  
11.45 – 12.30 Meeting new challenges: innovation and the way forward for 
maternity care 
Themes: Wha challenges ae posed by rising levels of obesity and diabetes in 
pregnan women? What more can be done to meet these challenges? Wha are the 
challenges of Prenatal and Antenatal care in older women? What is the future of 
pain control in childbirth? What are the next seps in product innovation regarding 
maternal and new born care?  
Academic  
Senior representative, healthcare provider  
Senior representative, obstetricians  
Senior representative, healthcare industry  
Senior representative, interest group  
Questions and comments from the floor  
12.30 – 12.55 The next steps for maternity care in the UK  
Jane Verity, Head of Maternity, First Years and Families, Department of Health  
Questions and comments from the floor  
12.55 – 13.00 Chairman’s & WHF closing remarks 
Senior parliamentarian  
Peter van Gelder, Director, Westminster Health Forum  

Draft agenda subject to change  



  

Planned sessions will look at: 

¶ Progress since Maternity Matters;  
¶ Latest findings from the Healthcare Commission’s Maternity Services survey; 
¶ Maternity care on the front lines – where are we now?;  
¶ Tackling inequalities in maternity care provision; and  

¶ Innovations, next steps and the way forward for maternity care in the UK.  

  

We are delighted that Dr Sheila Shribman, National Clinical Director for Children, 
Young People and Maternity Services, Department of Health; Sue Eardley, 
Maternity Services Project Lead, Healthcare Commission; and Jane Verity, Head of 
Maternity, First Years and Families, Department of Health, will all be delivering 
keynote addresses at this seminar. 

  

Other speakers so far include: Professor Sabaratnam Arulkumaran, President, 
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists; and Louise Silverton, Deputy 
General Secretary, Royal College of Midwives. 

  

Typically attendees at our seminars are a senior and informed group numbering 
around 120, including Members of both Houses of Parliament, senior government 
officials involved in this area of public policy, health professionals, representatives of 
health consumer organisations, academia, interested and affected charities and 
other related industries; together with representatives of the trade and national 
press. 

  

Output 

  

A key output of the seminar will be a transcript of the proceedings, sent out within a 
week of the event to Ministers and officials at DH and other departments affected by 
the issues, Parliamentarians with a special interest in these areas, and other 
agencies. It will include transcripts of all speeches and questions and answers 
sessions from the day, along with access to PowerPoint presentations, speaker 
biographies, attendee list, an agenda and sponsor information. The document will 
also be made available more widely, subject to strict restrictions on public use, 
similar to those for Select Committee Uncorrected Evidence, and is intended to 



provide timely information for interested parties who are unable to attend on the 
day. 

  

All delegates will receive free PDF copies and are invited to contribute to the 
content. 

  

The Westminster Health Forum is strictly impartial and cross-party, and draws on the 
considerable support within Parliament and government, and amongst the wider 
stakeholder community.  The Forum has no policy agenda of its own. Forum events 
are frequently the platform for major policy statements from senior Ministers, 
regulators and other officials, opposition spokesmen and senior opinion formers in 
industry and interest groups. Events regularly receive prominent coverage in the 
national and trade press. 

  

Booking arrangements 

  

To book places, please use our online booking form. 

  

Once submitted, this will be taken as a confirmed booking and will be subject to our 
terms and conditions below.   

  

Please pay in advance by credit card on 01276 489144. If advance credit card 
payment is not possible please let me know and we may be able make other 
arrangements. 

  

Options and charges are as follows: 

¶ Places at Maternity and New Born Care (including refreshments and PDF copy 
of the transcripts) are £190 plus VAT (£223.25);  

¶ Concessionary rate places for small charities, unfunded individuals and those 
in similar circumstances are £80 plus VAT (£94). Please be sure to apply for 
this at the time of booking.  

  

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/dietandhealthforum/bookmaternity.html


For those who cannot attend: 

¶ Copies of the briefing document, including full transcripts of all speeches 
and the question and comment sessions and further articles from interested 
parties, will be available approximately 7 days after the event for £95 plus 
VAT (£111.63);  

¶ Concessionary rate: £50 plus VAT.  

  

If you find the charge for tickets a barrier to attending please let us know and we 
will do our best to see you are not excluded. Please note terms and conditions 
below (including cancellation charges) will still apply. 

 


