Certificate in Catholic Healthcare Ethics

The School of Theology, Philosophy, and History at St Mary’s College, Twickenham (Strawberry Hill) is in the process of validating a course to support healthcare workers in the area of ethics. 

The aim of the course is to provide an introduction to healthcare ethics from a Catholic perspective. It is being designed specifically with healthcare professionals in mind, though of course it will be open to the many others who are interested in this area (teachers, chaplains, lay people). The course also aims to be a means for Catholics in healthcare to meet in a reflective context which at the same time supports their professional development. The spiritual and pastoral dimensions of the course emerge through consideration of the themes of the dignity of the person, the sanctity of life and the vocation of healthcare.

This course will be delivered primarily by e-learning / distance learning over ten weeks but with a requirement of two seminar classes, one at the beginning and one at the end. These will be either on Saturdays or in the evenings. There will also be a further course for those who wish to deepen and extend their knowledge. The course is being validated as 15 credits (equivalent to 1/8 of a year) at first year undergraduate level. The course will initially be run as a pilot with teaching based at St Mary’s but, if successful, the intention is that the course should be offered through a number of centres throughout England and Wales. 

This initiative builds on work already being done at St Mary’s through the postgraduate programmes in Bioethics, in Pastoral Theology, Chaplaincy Studies and Catechesis; BA programmes in Theology and Religious Studies, and in Philosophy; and foundation degrees in Healthcare Chaplaincy and in Youth Ministry. St Mary’s is also a major centre for the teaching of the Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies which includes a module in Christian ethics. The CCRS provides a possible model for a Certificate in Catholic in Healthcare Ethics which could be offered on a much wider basis and to many more people than those who have the time to devote to a degree course. 

What has been done so far is the fruit of wide consultation much of it undertaken by Mrs Pia Matthews, a postgraduate research student at St Mary’s with an MA in Bioethics who also lectures in medical ethics at St John’s Seminary, Wonersh. The process of validation has begun and will be complete in November 2006 and it is intended that the first cohort will be recruited for spring 2007. During and even after the process of validation comments are welcome on the needs of students, the content of the course, the mode of delivery etc. This is an exciting development but its success will depend on how closely it meets people where they are and addresses their needs. 

If you have any comments or if you are interested in doing the course at some point please contact Mrs Pia Matthew, on pia.matthews@talk21.com
Catholic Healthcare Ethics I

Assessment:
Workbook (50%)

Case study 1500 words (50%)




Introduction:

Social changes and technological innovations from the late 1960s have given rise to a range of ethical issues in healthcare.  These pose particular difficulties for healthcare professionals.  There is a great deal written and taught in the area of medical ethics but much of it lacks a clear ethical, philosophical or religious basis.    

Aims:

The aim of the course will be to provide a grounding in the ethical practice of healthcare, as understood in the Catholic tradition, and to provide an understanding of major issues and competing visions in contemporary healthcare ethics. It is aimed particularly but not exclusively at those  working in healthcare. Basic Christian ethical standpoints will be outlined in the consideration of key concepts such as health, suffering, virtue and the sanctity of life, and of particular issues such as abortion, euthanasia, patient rights and confidentiality.

Learning outcomes:

On completion of this module the student should be able:

· to locate and utilise the major sources and resources of Catholic healthcare ethics

· to place ethical discussions in medicine in a broader philosophical and theological context 

· to grasp the principles needed for understanding ethical issues in healthcare

· to use, combine and apply these principles in particular cases

Content

The course will cover central themes in Catholic healthcare ethics such as:

· The history of the rise of ‘bioethics’ and the problem of pluralism

· Catholic sources and resources for healthcare ethics

· The dignity of the human person, the sanctity of life

· Natural law, natural rights, human virtues and the vocation of healthcare 

· Issues co-operation, conscience, conscientious objection

· Disability and dependence 

· Autonomy and paternalism, patient rights, consent and benefit 

· Communication, trust, and confidentiality 

· Issues at the beginning of life such as abortion and embryo experimentation

· Issues at the end of life such as withdrawal of treatment, euthanasia, palliative care

Key texts

Roman Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales Cherishing Life 2004 London: CTS. 

Watt, H. 2001. Life and Death in Healthcare Ethics, London: Routledge.

Catholic Healthcare Ethics II

Assessment:


Essay 3000 words (100%)





Introduction:

This module offers the opportunity for students to sharpen the skills and deepen the knowledge of healthcare ethics acquired in Catholic Healthcare Ethics I, through engagement with diverse philosophical and religious approaches and consideration of a number of complex ethical issues in healthcare. 

Aims:

The aim of the course will be to facilitate deeper reflection on the ethical practice of healthcare, as understood in the Catholic tradition, and to provide an understanding of philosophical approaches such as that of Kant and that of utilitarianism and the religious approaches of at least two different religions. It introduces the student to some legal aspects of healthcare ethics and of  “professional codes” and regulatory bodies. It also includes detailed study of complex ethical issues such as resource allocation, research ethics, and gene therapy.

Learning outcomes:

On completion of this module, the student should be able:

· to demonstrate familiarity with ethical codes of practice in healthcare

· to show understanding of some aspects of law relevant to healthcare

· to describe and critique viewpoints of at least two moral philosophers

· to describe in general terms the approaches to healthcare ethics found in at least two major religious traditions 

· to engage intelligently and sensitively with controversial bioethical issues, such as the morality of medical research into stem cell treatments and gene therapy

Content:

The course will cover themes in healthcare ethics such as:

· Professional Codes: Hippocratic Oath, the WHO & the GMC

· Aspects of medical law such as negligence, data protection, consent and medical treatment of minors and the mentally ill

· Utilitarian, Kantian and ‘principilist’ approaches to bioethics

· ‘Personhood’ in ethical issues at the beginning and end of life

· Religious approaches to healthcare ethics, for example Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Muslim

· Resource allocation

· Research ethics from Nuremberg, to Helsinki, to stem cells

· Assisted reproduction: donor insemination, IVF, surrogacy, cloning

· Organ donation and the determination of death

· The human genome project, genetic screening and gene therapy

Key text 

Bogle, J, Howard, P. 2005. Lecture notes. Medical law and ethics Malden, Mass.: Blackwell.
